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T will, nodoubt; -*: 
ſeeme ſtrange'to. 
lee niy name | 
print, ſtanding ſo __ 
neare | th:ſe men + + 
J Eee&& | who are Interlos © 
SEP — ESD | cutorsin: theſuc- | 
ceeding pages, their profelsion and = * 
mine being of ſuch: different natures; + + 
Bur I ſhall entreatthe1ngenuous! rea- - 
der to take notice of the neceſsitte:.ot 7-2 
this my doing. | * C1l3; 3 bord = 
Fam: by the three Anſwerers.to 2 
theſe Demands wronged; and thatby 3 


an'1 nj urie of an high nature Fe chal- 28 = 


> 


bs 


= + * Q 


lenged in writing to have done that, 
which God doth know neyer centres 
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 . rheanſwerers didor doe know, never. 
> _ the law of challenges, they having; 


- pons (which certainely ſhould have. 
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came into my minde, And though by 


S 


challenged me, I may chooſe the wea- 


beene 1n another kinde , had the chal- 
lengers beene of another profeſs1on ) 
yet being menof ſo holy a function, I 


have thought good to make choice of - 


their own weapons ; and by my pen to 


doe out that blot, which they by their 


pen have laid upon me. And I have 
thought ir fitto doe it in a ſcedule an- 
nexed to this book ( which for that 
cauſe only | have cauſed to be here re- 


- printed) that where mens mindes per- 


haps may be poyloned by ſwallowing 
an yntruth in their anſwers, ſo deeply 


woundiag my honour and Joyaltie; 


this 
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fully tainted with it : As likewiſe ſup- © 


poſing thatif chey ſhould be printed 
ſeverally, many might meet with'their 
anſwers alone, which might leave in 
-them a bad impreſsion of me, if they 
| | ſhouldnot be attended with this juſt 
and trueexprelsion of mine, _ , 
The1nuries whcrewiclebiliaibla- | 
ted by the three anſwerers , areoftwo 
ſorts : Oneof them ſtrikes me alone, 
as his ſacred MazzsT1zs high Com- 
miſsioner;, The other wounds me as 
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former is this, 


They deliver affirmatively, That the 


declaration which they tendered mee  - 


of their [ate Covenant, was ſuch. as 1 
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_ __ and was well pleaſed with. 
And this they ſet down twicetor fail. 
- ing; In their anſwer to the firſt de- 


” 


mand towards theend, and in their 


_ anſwertothethird demand alittle be- 
fore the middle bf it; and that with 


ſuch confidence, as traly I cannot with 
any juſtice blame thereader for belce- 
ving of it, when it fell from the pens 
of theſe men, whoſe proteſs1on 1s the 
teaching of truth, gens 

But I ſhall-deſire the. readers to ſuf- 


fer themſelves C notwithſtanding the 


prejudice of theſe mens perſons) to be 


 Undeceived by a plaine ayerment of | 


truth, 11x. 
I am confident none of theſe three 


_ anſ{werers ever heard me fay ſo, nor 


will they ſay chey did, Tf they but 


\  hearditfrom others (which I do yeri- 
= 7 ly 


|y beleeve they did nor, and ſhall daſh 
ſtill, till chey ayouch their. anchors!) THY 
ſure no man' can chooſe-but.miſſe-in = 
them that civill pradence, which will 
notallow any diſcreet mano affirme 
thatof any other; muchleſle of aper. 
ſon of my qualitie, and atthis time of 
my- place; -the: foundation whereof 
{hall be ſo frailand (lipperie; asreport, 
which is alwates ancertaine, and-moſt 
timesfalſe; 1105 995 ot? tie 
For clearing the trath ; Idoeaverre 
| uponmine Honour that'Þ never ſaid 
| Jo] neverthought fo; :And\though- - + 
that chat Declarationiwas much bet-' + 
| ered bythe induſtrie of fome wellat-'/” | 
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ll © {Noris ther©ON,. tAnd here, I doe confeſle;lican- 


þ Of my accepta» 


* » 


juſtifiers in this, * 


and otherstowhom I everſpoke ; ei- 
_ therpublickly , or in private. I was 
| Indeed content to catch at any thing 
| T could , when I conld not obtaine 
what I would; as being willing to doe 
 mycountrey-men thatreſpe&,; asto 
\the utmoſt of my power to recom- 
mend to my gracians Maſter, with 
all favourable conſtruction, even that 
which then thought, and did know 
_ Fell ſhort of juſt and home ſatisfacti- 


any ground for 


their opinion not charge It for a faaltie miſtake up- 


tion of that de- 


bj * claration,un- ON the r eaders of theſe aſleverations 
o. peeing ac of the three anſwerers, if they ſhould, 
| © ES 3 . po IM 

| hawss not DEFOTC this My declaration, conceive 


FF; - an my power 


ercuicte-that his MEA 1E ST.IE Wereinallpro- 
ing conceived e@ - | | 


In formall words of a ſupplication, and ſo rendered to me, who by my royall Maſter his 
inſtruQions.was commanded to.receive the petitions of all his good and loyall ſubje&s. 


babilitic 


declaration of the Covenant : having 
it delivered to them from men whom 


they bavein all this buſineſle beleeved 


as much as. themſelves, that his 


likelthood did know his MajzsT1Es 
minde beſt, did reſt ſatisfied with it. 

_ Buthis Mazzsry hath juſt reafon 
to charge me, if thele afſeverations 
' weretrue; as havegood reaſon to 
| vindicate my felfe,they being not true. 
The cruth 1s, if theſe aſleyerations 
betrue, I doe profeſle to the whole 


world, that his Mazsty hath a moſt 


juſt cauſe codiſcharge himſelte of mee, . 


and my ſervice, and to diſcharge mee 
of all traſt in this, or any othernego- 
tation, For T 'profeſle, thatÞ kno 


\ 


B '. 3 wu 


M aizsTIEs Commulstoner,whoin all. 


W- 
ing his MaizsTI1ES conſtant miſlike of 
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£ the ſaid Covenant, itmuſt bewray.in. 
me, either breach of truſt , orwantof 
judgement ; it I ſhould go abour to 
make either my ſelf , or the world be- 
leeve, that my Maſter coald receive 
ſatisfaction by ſuch an explanation, 
 Andhere I cannot diflemble ,: but 

muſt askleave to vent my ſelt thus far, 
Had theſ2 wrongs been pur upon me 
by the pens of other men, and not of 
theſe whole profeſsions] am forward 
and willing to beleeve(becaufe lwould 
have 1tſo) will not ſuffer them toem- 
brace wilfull and malicious deſignes;[ 
ſhould juſtly have doubted , that there 
bad been ſome men inthis kingdome, 
who being afraid of a. ſetlin; 
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ſervice,thatſo I might be called back, _ 


re infects, ' 
_ If any ſuch enemies there beto the 
peace of this | miſerable diſtracted 
Church and State, I beſeech God in 
time to diſcoverthem,and that all may 
end, 1n covering them with ſhame and. 
confuſion, T heſumme of all I will ay 
of this perſonall wrong offered to my 
ſelf,is this; [f theſe reverend andlearn- 
ed Gentlemen,the Anſwerers,in theſe 
untrue aſperſions intended any harm 
to me, I ſhall onely now requite them 
with acaſt of their own calling ; I pray 
God forgivethem, If they intended 
me no harm,then I doexpect thatthey 
will give my ſelf and the world ſatisfa- 
ction, inclearing methat | gave them: 
no ground for theſe their afleverati- 


D 2 


; pe” ; "us; F And b 2 confiders of his 


MaitsT1zs goodneſle to all bis mini= 


the Councell table {hould not paſſe in- 


ſters; amongſt thereſt, tothe meaneſt 
of them I elf, eſpecially in this par- 
ticular, that he ll never be ſhaken in 
the opinion of my loyall and conſtant 
ſervice, upon ſuchſlight, light, and 


oro i: "9d reports: will lay nomore 


_ of that firſt point. 


For that which concerneth my ſelfe 
as a Counſellour, and the reſt of that 
honourable Boord, averred by the 
three an{werers, in their anſwers to: 


the third and foureteenth Demand; I 


_ _Tdohere proteſt before Almighty God. | 


_ that none of the allegations alledged | 
by the three anſwerers, nor any petitt- 
on given me by the ſupplicants, mMo- 
ved me to give way, that the order of 
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| avow,thatIthen was,and nowamful 
ly /atished with his MajzsTiEs moſt 
oracious declaration; and that in my. 


opinion all: ought to have thought 


themſelves ſufficiently freed from 


fears of innovations: But thetrne rea-! 


ſon was this, | was ſo tenderly affe "_ 


oned towards the peace of my Coun- 
try,thatl gave way tothat,vvhichnia- 


ny of honourable qualitieaſſurednic,” 
it 1t vyere not done, a preſent rup- 


| turemightfollow,atd fo conſequent- 
| Iythernine of this Kingdomie: yyhich: 
| Ivvasreſolved to keepeoff ſo og as: 


poſſibly I could;retayning my fidelitie' 


ro my Maſter, V V hich care of mine 


[ finde but ſlenderly required, vvhenit 


1s made an argnment to perſw ade His. 


MajzsT1zs good ſubjects to doe that 
_.. -.. 
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Ry Ea which isſ0 dif pleaſing (0 him and ſo 

”  unſafeforthem. Andyetevenin this 
Maſſage would have beene expected 

from men of that profeſs10n, thar no- | 

thing ſhould have paſſed but un- 
doubted.truth, . In which point too 
they have failed, either as I hope by a 
miſtaking; ora mil-intorming, For the 
Mifſive once thought fit tobe ſentto 
his MazEsTy was never rent, but re- 
maineth yet as it was: and we did not 
{end it, becauſe we did not thinke , 
thanksto his Mazzsty would-be fea- 
Tonableinthe name of the wholeKing- 
dome, when we knew his MajesT1E , 
by thelaſtproceedings of many , and 
_ proteſtations made agairiſt his royall 
declaration (pretended in the name of 
the whole countrey) could not recelve 

RD, 


ot 


Te 


"age 
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JESTIES high CommiſyStoner, I will 


carefully,cheerfully,and conſtant] y g0 


on with this great buſineſſe, wherewith 


he hath intruſted me. VVhich as pray 


God that it may proſper under my 


hands, fo [ praiſe God that he hath g1- 


ven me ſo cheerfull and willing a heart 


to go on In 1t , that if mylife could: 


procure the peace of this torn Church 
and Kingdome, to the contentment of 


my royall Maſter, and comfort of his 


diſtracted ſubjects; he who knoweth 


all things, knoweth likewiſethis truth ; 


[tis the ſacrifice of the world,in which 
I would moſt glorie , and which 1 


would molt ſincerely offer up to God, . 


my King and Countrey. 
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T H'E EL AF [2 
COVENANT: 


_ Propounded bythe Mint 
ters and Profeſlorsof Divinicy in Aber 


dene , to ſome, Reverend Brethren , who 


came thither to com mend the late Covenant 


tothem,and to thoſe who arecommute, 
_ red tortheretargs. 42 


Tocnruzrn Wirty 


l The AnsWzx s of thoſe Reyerend Brethret) 
| tothefaid Dzwanws. 


As Azxzso 
The "EE LY =% s of the foreſaid Minifters and 
Profeſlorstotheir A x SWERS, 


— o "—_ 


1 Pet. by IF, I6, p.: chat «ff 
SanRikie the Lord God in your hearts, andbe ready alwayes ro xd gay anans / 
ſver toevery man that asketh you a reaſon of the hope that isin youg 
with meeknefle and fear : | 
Having a good conſcience, thatwhereas they ſpeak evil of you, agof evil 
oy Jo may be aſhamed that wt: accule your geod cony@ſarion in |; \ 
Chriſt, EE 
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GENERALL DEMANDS 
CONCERNING THE LATE" 


COVENANT; 


Together with Anſwers to them, 
and Replica: to thoſe Anſivers,” | 
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LP Y whar power, or warrant, theſcomReverend 
3» Bretherencan ſure of us, or of our peoples. 
2& /[»bſcription tothis late (ovenant 3 mother 
dS ſentby his ne Or | USE a hoaad 
= Trays modofthis Kingy 
it? And, How they can OCOPONUS-O! upomour people, 
who areno wayes  jed et unto them, their interpretation of” 
the articles ofthe xegative confeſ#ion? wo hs AS; 

all in reſpe& of chat band of mutuall d againft alk 
perſons wt er;this/ateCovenant is fubſtancially fre: md 
fromthar which was ſabſcribed by the King and his 
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Covenant 5 
2 aho-behl 


Majeftier to any lawfull judicatoriegor to that 


Q 


religion, andthe impgs Majeftierperſon, and authoritie, a- 
ainſt allperſous whatſoever , is zoyned, «t firſt, with the 

pnfeffion” of faith. Like" as "bs Majeſffics ComMiiſſioner 
#bjefting, That our Covenant was'ſuſpeitto be aunuvlawfull 
combination againſt Anthoritie, and to be the main hinde- 
Farce of obtaining opr defires, hath accepted, and was well 
leaſed with,our Pectaratios bearing, That:we have ſolemn« 

'ſmorn, tothe wirermaſt of ony yowers with our means and 
fives,to ffand to the defence f the Kings majeftie,as of Gods 

rent, ſet over us, for the mainteuance of Religon, and 
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V E have, Reverend Brethren, ſufficiently confidered 
and examined your anſwers to'our Demands; by 
which we expected full {arisfation ro all our ſcruples- and 
doubts concerning the late Covenant : But truly , in mo- 
deſty and brotherly love, we rell you, that your anſivers 
(wharſoever you think of them your ſelves) have not given 
us thar ſatisfaction which we expeRted.* We know that 
ſome who raſhly condemne every rhing which'is ſaid or 
written contrarie tO the canſe which they maintain, will 
boldly ſay otus, thar we have cloſedonr eyes againſt a clear 
and ingyring light : Bur firft, we fay with J o'B, Our wite 
weſſe is in heaven, and owr record is on high. ThatLord'who 
only ſeeth the ſecrets of hearrs, knoweth, that we love his 
truth, and are ready, fo fon as it ſhall be ſhownunto vs , to 
embrace and profeſſe it before the world. Next, we appeal 
tothe conſciences ofall impartiall readers, who'ſhall have 
vccafion to weigh and conſider matnrely rhe weight” of one 
arguments, and of theſe anſeres which it hath pleaſed you 
ro eve ns? wiſhing them, yea, moft humbly and earneſtly 
intreating them , to jndge bucky of your Writings and ours 
without prejudice, orany partiall reſpect, Yea,we are -cons 
fident, that yealfo, of whoſe loye ro'the trath of Gop'we 
are perſwaded, will after betrer adviſement, and more ma- 
enre conſideration of the matters debated, acknowledge 
chat we are nor againſt the trith ,"burfor-ir. The Lord + 
pen your eyes » that you nay clearly ſee thar trarh for 
which we ſtand, Sp Sa. 


TE objeftedto yon, Reverend B rethrexthat you bad 


= petted. And whereas you ay, That your arecome to exhore | 


us, and our people, inall humility, eo joyn with yon ; Hoy 


is it, that without our conſent, and againſt oor will, not ha. 
ving lawfull auchority,whioh you ſeem here nor to acclaime 
to your-ſelyes, you have. publickly. preached to our people, - 
Ckinogs Congregation * which 1s. a thing repugnant to 
thoſe places of Scripture, in the which the Spirit of God 
-recommendeth to Elders, or Paſtors, the care of thoſe flocks, 
ever which the holy Ghoſt hath made them over-ſeers, Acts 
20,28, 1 Pet. 5. 2.as alfotellerh us, That the Paſtors whom 
the flock mult kyow , and ro whom they muſt ſubmit them. 
ſelves,do watch over the ſouls of that fleck,and muſt give ace 
count for thens, 1. Theflal. 5, 12. Hebr. 13. 17.. Itisalſo 
contrarie £© the laws of the Chriſtian. Chnrch in all ages; 
For by the ancient Canons, Paſtors. are commanded to con- 
raine themſelves. within the limits of their own charge ; 
and not to preſume toexerciſePaſtorall office in another Pa. 
ſtors Dioceſle, or Parioch, without leave : As allo, they for-. 
bid Paſtors to receive todivine ſervice any man of anocher- 
Parioch, that commethin contempr of. his own Paſtor. Cane - 
_ Ci. Nicen.1, Ocrums. tr. Car. 16 Concil. 2.0ecar Conſtane 
tinop. ( an. 2.Concil, Carthag. 2.( an. 11. Concil. Carthag. 
3. Can. 20. Concil. Chalced. Oecum. 4. Can. 13. Concil. 
MNicey, 2. Can. 19, (orcil. Tribur. Can, 22, ("oncil. Nan 
wer. Cap, r= & 2, © 2, Wedid not without reaſon fay, That 
you-and others of your confederation, enforce your inter- 
pry of the Negative coufeſs ion upon others ; ſeeing we 
, that fomePaſtors and Prelates are forced to flee to for- 
raigne countreys, for fear of. their lives, becauſe tliey have 
retnſed the faid. interpretation; and thoſe who have ſtayed 
in the countrey, dare ſcarcely appeatin the high wayes, or 
ftreers ; and are threatned, That their ſtipends ſhall nor 
he payed unto them, uncill they, ſubſcribe your Covenant: 
C 3- Whereas you doinbrotherly love exhorr, and' entreat 
ve £0.contribuce our beſt. endeayours , for extinguiſhing 
ehecommoncombuſtion ; . we praiſing God for your piong 
z24landfor the lovingnelle and modeſty of your | wo 
93391) I WWRCTCLN\ 


=—_ 


(wherein by Gods help weſhall }abont coke 


ſclves ro have leanjed'of Chrif, DideRioſe; etfootneſe 


of heart ) we moſt willingly promiſetodo ib em ans meang 
which onr coniciences will permitusto uſe; as'alforo j 
our moſt humble and hearry prayers with yours, Thar ic 
may pleaſe God in this dangerous exigent, To do good wx 
his gooapleaſnreto our Sion, and to build up the wals of onr 
Jeruſalem. T 4. We ma joitlyſay, Thar this ew Covenant 
is ſubſtantially different from the od; which was made eu 
201581. 1nreſpect ir nor only containeth that o/d covenant, 
or confeſ11on, which was allowed by rwo generall aſſemblies, 
bur alſo yok interpretation of 46; Whichias yet, hath-no 
ſuch aucho:1'y , or- approbation: &@ 5:'No'band of mntu- 
all defence, ag4i»ft all 'perſons whatſoever,isexprefſed inthe 
Covenant made 1581. Andalthough it were, yetthe caſe is 
very unlike : For ſabje&ts may- make ſuch. a Covenant: of 
rutaall defence by armies; with the'conſent ofthe King, who 
only under God, hath the powerofarmes, or of the ſword, 
in this kingdome. Bnt they who made this late Covenant, 
bad not his conſent ,. as that former. or 0/4 Covenant had: 
which 1s a thing ſo evident, that no*man can callit in que- 
ſtion. 8 6. As forthar which yon affirm here, Thar my Lord 

Commiſſioner his Grace was well farisfied with-your de- 
clayation ; it becommettr nor us to pry —_ his 
Graces doings: bnt truly we have more thenrealon. to-pr; 

moſt narrowly-inro the words ofa (ovenant,' whichis'© 
fered nnta.us, to be fyorn*and* ſubſcribed ; lefſtwe abnſe, | 
| and prophane the facred name of God , and ryeour ſelves 3 | 
to the doing of any thing which is diſpleafing unto-him. 

Laſt of all ; whereas ye defireusto joyn our {elyes'ro you, 
and rothereſt of your' confederacie, who are (as you afs 
| firm )almoſt the whole Church and Kingdome:Truly we cats 
not bur reverence ſuch a mukkicnde of our-reverend bee 
thren, and dear countrey-men , and are ready to be- follew- 
ers of thens,in ſo far as they are followers of Chyiff--Bornet- 
ther canwe do any thing againſt the ruth , gs "<> * 


Che” Fl 


 * © mceribure ſo much authoritie to cheir multinde; 28 orher: * 


wiſe, we would, inreſpe there hath been ſo much dealing , 
many have been threatned,, to give their conſent, as we 
are moſt credibly informed. OO SENT 64 


_-_ 
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\Y Hether or no we ongh 
covenant; {ecing all covenants of mutuall defence, 
by force of armies, madeamongſt ſubjeRts of any degree, up- 
on whatſoever colonr or pretence,, without the Kings Ma- 
jeftie or his Succeſlours privitie and conſent, are expreſly 
forbidden by King JAMES of bleſſed memorie, and the 
three Eftates of this Kingdome, in the parliament holden 


atLinlithgow, Arm, 15854 


ANSVVER:. 


* far x of Parliament forbiddeth inthe firſt partleague3 
Þ axdbands of maintenance privily made,(nch'as are called 
bands of Manrent, as the alt in Queen Marles time;to'which 
# hath relation, doth bear, And in the ſecond part, only ſuch, 
as texd to the publick, diſturbance of thepeace of the Realme 
by moving ſrilbben. Bux no alt of Parliament doth diſcharge, 
#or can «ny juſt law forbid, Conventions, or Covenants inthe 
generallzor ſuch Covenants in ſpeciall as are made with God, 
and among ft onr.ſelues; not for any mans particular, but for 
the common benefit of all;not to mgve ſedition,but topreſerve 


eeace,G toprevent tronble:which by all probability bad bees 


to many, before this time, tos ſenſible, if this courſe had nas 
been taken. Conventions and Covenants ( in the judgement 


of Juriſconſulrs ) are to be: eſteemed and judged of, according 


Jy thein diverſe ends , goed or bad: whichmade K ing James 
| of happie memorie t0take it for an undoubtedmaxime, That 
pro arls 8 focis, & pro patre patriz , the whole body of the 
C ommon-wealth ſhould ſtirre at once: not Any more 4s al- 
Pided members, but 4t one conſolidate lamp. ; 


CHEE - 7 -*&q L 


J* that ſecond part of that af of Parliament, holden at 
A. Linl:rhgow, Anno 1585, are forbidden, All leagnes or 
bands of mntuall defence, which are made without the pri- 
vitie aud conjent of the King, undey the pain to be holden aud 
exerute as movers of ſedition and unquirtneſſe, &6, Where- 
fore we can no waycs think, that any bands or leagues 
of mutuall defence, by force of arwes , axethere permitted, 
( that 18s, not forbidden) ſeeing firſt the wordsof the a are 
ſo generall: for in it are diſcharged Ai bands made among 
ſnbjes of any degree, upon any colour whatſaever , without 
his Hig hne r4 or his Sticceſſours previtie and conſent had and 
 obtamed thereunto, Next, all ſuch bands are declared to-be 
ſeditious , and perturbative of the publick peace of the 
Realme : or, which is all one ,- are appointedto bee eſtces. 
med ſo; And therefore, we'cannatiee how any. bands:of 
that kinde can be'excepted, as if they were not ſeditious, 
2, We doubtnet, but the /are (-ovenant, being conſidered 
according to the main intention of thoſe pious and gene= 
rous Gentlemen, Barons, and others 'our dear countrey-: 
men, whomade'it ; ſpecially our reverendbrethren-of the = 
holy miniftery, is a (ovenant made With God ; and 
procecding from a'zcalons reſpe& to Gods glory , and 
to the preſervation of *the' puritic of the Goſpel in this 
Church and Kingdome But -we cannot- fande-a warrant 
in our conſciences, to grant, "That ſach (ovenants, info fgrre 
as they import mntuall defence , againft all perſons whatſo=.. 
ever, none being excepted, -no, nottheKing , (asit ſeem< 
cthunto us, by the words of your C MR ; but fas more et 


> 


the wordsof your /ate Proteſtationthe 28 of June; Where: 
_— Inyoupromiſe mutuall defence , againſt all externall or in. 


t:rnad invafon,menaced in his Majeſties laſt Proclamarios ) 
are not forbidden by any band, nor juſtly yet can be forbid- 

den: For firſt, we have alreadie ſhown, That they are for- 

b:dden 1n the toreſaid att of Parliament, Anno 1585, 2.No : 
warfare ; and conſequently, no covenant, importing ' war- 
fare, is lawfull, without juſt Authoritie ; which,we are per- 
faded, is only in the ſupreme Magiſtrate, and in thoſe 
who have power and imployment from him, totake armes 2 
yea, lo farre as weknow , all moderate men, who duely 


_ reſpet Authority, wall ay , That it is ſoinall Kingdomes, 


and 11, onarchies, properly ſocalled: (of whichnature is this 
his Majeſties molt ancient Kingdome, ) And, that it is al- 
together uolawfullto ſubjeRs in ſuch Kingdomes, to take 


_ armes againſt their Prince. For which cauſe , that famous 


and molt learned DoQtour Reveres, in a late Treatiſe called 
Feſuita vapulans peaking ofthe judgement of Bxchananand. 
others, whotaught, That ſubjects might take armes againſt 
their Prince, inextraordinary caſes, and cxtreme dangers, 
of the Religion, and Common-wealth ; profeſſeth firſt, 
Thar he,andall other Proteſtants, condemne ſuch doArine.. 
Secondly , That this errour did proceed from a miſtaking 
of the government of the Scotts Kingdome , as it it were: | 
not truely and properly Monarchicall. Thirdly , That the 
raſhnefſe of thoſe writers, is to be aſcribed partly to the: 
hard andperiloustimes of perſecution, whercin they lived,. 
and partly, Scotorum prefervido ingeuio , & ad andenduns 
prompts. Thus he writeth inthe 13.Chap. of the ſaid book, 
Pag. 274.and 275. anſwering to the Recrimination of a: 
Tefeit, who had affirmed, That Bachaxan, Knex,and Good- 
war, had written as boldly for the rebellion of Subjcas: 
apaialt Princes, as any*of their order at any time had done, 


- Athing much to benoted by-us at this time, leſt we any 
more give that advantage to 7e/vits, to make Apologie for 
their rebellious dodtrincs and practiſes. 3. Not only ma» 
&ing of Covenants , but alſo all other ations, are to be 

QT. 3. 
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= A Fa: Re — 
eſteemed and Judged of , firſt, by the equi 


ſabjct, and mattery then, by the end + Eorif themat- 


ter paQtioned ( that is, which the parties mutually do- 
promiſe ) bee juſtly forbidden, by a lawfull Authoriuc ; 


and conſequently be unlawfull in it ſelfe ; then the good- 


neſle of the end, or projet, canner make the pation, | 


or Covenant, to be good, or lawtull, 


— — 
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Taz III, Dzemano. 
F it be alledged, that in cnttoins and moſt dangerous 


caſcs,ſuchaCts of Parhament may be cotraveened; Yne- 
ritur, Whether there be now ſuch extreme caſe , ſecing 


ANSVYVER, 
F the removing of the Servicebook, book of Canons; aud 
the limitation of the vaſt power of the high Commiſſion, 
containing ſo much ſuperſtition, andtyranny of Prelates,be 4 


benefit to this Kirk and Kingdome, we ought, under God, to. 
aſcribe the ſame to the peaceable meetings humble ſupplica< 


rions, and religions covenanting of the ſubjelts; which hgve 
given mformation to his Majeſtic and have procaretl from his 
quſtice ana ney 4 e ſo great favonr,ai is thankfully acknowe 
leaged in the laſt Proteſtation : which doth a lo expreſſe the 
wary particulars , wherein = Majefries Ire Proclamation 
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not /atisfaftorie. Hnd therefore the Lords of hus Majefties * 


- 
oy 


" i - 
: owls 
: 
: 


privie Coxncel, upon the ſupplication aud complaint of his 
Lieges, were morzedto reſcind the aft of the Approbation of 
che fore/aia Proclamation, and torend the ſub/oribed Miſſive, 
which was to be ſent therewith to his Majeſtic. We are confe- 
dent , that the Declaration wherewith hs Majeſties Come 


wilſioner was [o well pleaſed, will alſo give ſatisfattion to our © 


reverend brethreny andthat they will not think it convenient 
for them to give further approbation to the Proclamation, 
than the Conncel hath done, although all of us ought | with 
thankſulze (ſe, toacknowledge his Majeſties benignutie, 


| RevrLy. 


VV* willnot hcrediſpute what hath been the mains 


or principall cauſe moving his ſacred Majeſty to 


diſcharge the Service booke, and other things which occaſio-. 


ned the preſent perturbation of our Church; nor yet whe- 
ther or not his Majeſties proclamation may give full fatis- 
fationto all the feares and.doubts of his ſubjeRs. For our 
ſclves, we profeſle, thatupon his Majeſtics declaration, and 
gracious promiſe contained in bis Majetties laſt proclauati= 
on, Webcleeve,firlt, That his Majeſty never intended 1nn0e 
wationinreligions Secondly, That he will maintain the true 
Proteftant religion , all the dayes of his life : which we pray | 
Gadto continuelong, Thirdly, Thatall a&s made in favours 
df the Se#vice boook, &c. are diſcharged, Forrribly, Thathe 
will nevcrurge the recciving of the Service book, Book of 
Canoxs, &c. nor any other thing of that natare, bat by ſuch a 


fair and legall way,as ſoall ſatisfie all his ſubjefs. And thence 


we docolle that which we affirmed before, to wit, That 
there is noſuch extraordinary or extremecaſe, as might give 
occaſion to ſubjeRsto make ſuch a band, as is directly tor- 


 biddenby the forcfaid att of parliament, and to contravecn 
Xin ſuch a manner, as may {cemeto import areliſting of An- 


thority by force of armes. 
THE 
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Tre IE. Ds m AND, 
: (ny that interpretation of the negative confefIT- 
on, which is urged upon us, and wherein the articles 
of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, are declaredtobe ab,ured , as 
well asall the points of Poperie, whicharetherein expreſly 
 anddiſtinAly mentioned; 2ueritur, Whoare theinterpres | 
ters of that confeſſion? that is, Whether all the ſubſcribers, 
or only thoſe Miniſtersconveened in Edinbargh, in the end 
of February, who ſetit dotyn? Ifallthe {ubſcribers; then 
What rcaſon have we to receive an interpretation of that 
confeſſon fromlaicks, ignorant people , and children > If 
only thoſe Miniſters convecned then in Edinburgh; then 
ſeeing no man ſhould take an honour to himſelf, but he who 
is called of God, as Aaron, Heb.5, 4, what power and att= 
 thority had they over their brethren, ts give outa judici» 
all interpretation of theſe articles of faith, and to inforce 
their interpretation of theſearticles uponthem z © 


—. 


AnsSvver, 


THe ſabſcribers are here miſ-interpretedin two points,very 
 Þ materiall : One #5, that they preſume upon power, or 4u= 
thority,which they have to give ont a judicial interpretation of 
the articles of the confeſſion, and ts enforce the ſame upon o« 
thers : whereas they only intended to make Known their own 
meaning according to the minde of our Refarmers, and in cha- 
rity to propound and recommend the ſame to others who might 
be made willing to embrace it : Although it be true alſo, that 
very great numbers of Mmiſters were conveenea,and teſtified 
their conſent atthat time: Andaithongh the private judgment 
of thoſe who are calted\laicks,ought not to ke miſ-regaracd, Fer 


215 confeſſed, That an interpretation, which 15 private rations 
| Ee x. D 3 perſonz, 


AG. 12. 


, yperſo12,047 b: 9 'e than private,ratione medii. Th? #ther, 
which being obſerved, will an{wer divers of the following de. 
mands; 7 hat the articles of Pearth ,and of Epiſcopall govern- 
meat, are declared to be abjured, as points of Pyperic,or 4s Po 
piſh novations: whereasthe words of the Covenant pat a diſc. 
ference betwixt two ſorts of novations : one 5s of [ach as are 
already introducedin the worſhip of God,and concerning thoſe, 
whatſoever be the judgement of the ſubſcribers, which ts eve 
Ty oneis left free,by the words of the Coayenant, they are only 

» | bound to forbear the prattiſe of them,by reaſon of the preſent 
= _ exigence of the Kirk, till they be tried, and allowed in a free 
Genaecrallaſſembly.The ether ſort £5 of ſuch novyations, 4s are 
j particularly ſupplicated againſt , aud complained upon; as the 
j Service book ,a»a Canons, &-5,which are:abjured,as contain 
| sng ports of Poperie, And this we avouch, from our certain 
M | knowledge,to be the true meanin je of the controvertead words of 
[ Ep 8 the Covenant- And therefore humbly intreart , That ne man 

Þ ex wore, u00n this ſcruple withhold his teftimony, 


= R E PLYo & 
A* for the firlt of theſe rwo miſtakings : If youhavenor 

{ Aziven outthat interpretation of the negative profeſsion 

- Judicially, batoaly have made known your own meaning ac- 
cording to the minde of the reformers, as you alledge ; 
thengfrit, your interpretation hath no obligatory power over 
others ;aad canſequzntly you ought not to obtrude your #iz- 
rerpretation tpn us , Mare than we do our Interpretation 

_ thercef upon you, Neither ought any man to be moleſted, 
orthreatned, for not receiving your interpretation ; chiefly 

x ſeeing all whoare of your confederation have fo ſolemnly 
| vgwed , and promiſed, tobe good examples to others of aff 
godlineſſe, ſoberneſſe, ani richteouſ) neſſe, and of every duet y 
which you owe to God and man, Secondly, As forthe minde 
or juds<ment ot our Refo,92rr5, we know no evidence of it, 
having publick authority to eblige the ſubjets of this 
| ___- Kingdome 


Kingdome, except that which is expreſſed in onr »ationalt” ” 
confeſſion of faith, ratitied in Parliament twenty years be= 
fore the negative confe/1ion was penned : wherein wefinde 
no warrant or ground of ſuch »»rerpretation as you bring. 
Thirdly , The interpretation of the negative Confeſsjon , (et 
down inyour covenarr,as itisnot publick , ratione perſone, 
ſoalſo not rarione medi; ; for it hath no warrant, for oughe 
we could cyer perceive, either from the word of God , or 
fromthe teſtimony of the ancient Church, vr from the con- 
ſent of other reformed Churches,or from our #ationallcon= < 
fe/5ion, regiſtrated in Parliament, As for the ſecond milſta- 
king,or mi{-interpretation of the words of the /ate covenant, 
firſt, we marvell,that a general! (ovenant appointed to be 
ſub{cribedby all, Iearnedandunlearned, ſhould havebeen 
. fetdownby yeumnſnch anibigueus termes, For , truly, all 

- men here, eventhe moſt judicious, do ſo take your words, 
as if the articles of Pearth were in them bined: 2, Wehave 
again more attentively examined the wordsof the /are Co- 
vexant and do evidently perceive by them, That in the ſaid 
Covenant, the articles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, are con- 
demned, and abjured, ascrroneons, and damnable corruptt- 
Ons, For where you profefſe,and before God,and his angels, 
and the world, ſolemnly declare, That you ſhall labonr,by all 
means lawfnll,to recover the libertie, and puritie of the Goſe 
pel,as it was eſtabliſhed and profeſſed before the ſoreſaid nova-.. 
tions : We ask you, What 1s that period of time, to: 
Which your words haye reference, when you promiſe to> 
Fabonr, to recover the puritie and liberty of the Goſpel, as 
it was profeſſed ani eftabliſhed before rhe foreſaid novati- 
ons ? Tf you mean that period of time, when the Service 
beok , and Book of canons Were urgedupon you;. to wit, the: 
laſt year by-paſt in Summer ;: then you acknowledge, That: 
all that time you enjoyed the puritic and libertie of the Go 
p*1; nd conſequently, That you yerenj0y it ; for nonew 
thing bathſince thattime been publickly received, and pra» 


ciſcdinthis.Charch, If youmean (as undoubtcoly we _—_ 
SUITE VTETALT FORTED you 


ou do) thetime przceding the bringing-in of Epiſcopacie; = 
and theadts of Pearth, then you comprehend bath Epiſcopas 
«icand theafts of Pearth under theſe novations : for the re. 
moving whereof , you promiſe to labour, according to your 
power : andconſequently do dil-allow and condemnethem, 
evenbefore they bs triedin afree 4/ exmmbly, andbefereth ey 
' be heard who maintain and approve themas lawfull. 3. We 
may evidently demonſtrate this, 47.g1mento ad hominems, ag 
we ſay in the ſchools : ' Fer, thoſe rites and ceremonxies 
which are abjured in the negative confeſſion, are alſoabjure 
in your /ate Covenant; which, as you {ay, isallone with the 
negative confeſſion, or with the Covenant made 15 81, But 
the rites and ceremonies which wereconcluded in Pearth 
 afſembly,are abjured,as you fay,inthe Covenant made r5 81. 
and therefore they are alſo abjured in this your /ate Mo. 


zant, The firſt propeſition is evident: For in your Zate (ove. 
an} , ſpeaking of the oath containedinthat 9/d {ovenanc, 
which was made Anno 1 5 81, you profefle, That rhe preſent 
and ſncceeding generations ;n this lang, are bound to keep the 
are/aid national oath, as you call it, 4nd ſubſcription, unvis« 


{able. The ſecond propoſition alſo cannot be denied by you: 


For, theſe twenty years by-paſt , you have accuſed thoſe 
who conformed themſelves to the ordizazces of Pearth, of 
perjwric; andehat becauſe they had violated the oath made 
Anzuo 1581, in the whichthoſe articles (as you alledge ) 
wereabjured. But perhaps you willſay tous, That wethink 
choſc things nat to be abjuredin that oath made Ao 1581. 
aud therefore we may ſwear, and ſubſcribe yatr /ate {, oves. 
zant; and, notwithſtanding of our eath and [#b/cription, be 
tied only to the forbearerce of the prattice of Pearth arti- 
cles for a time, We anſwer, firſt ; The words of an oath 
ſhould be clear, and plain, or, if they be any wayes amb1- 
guous, the truc ſenſe of taemi ſhould be fo declared, and ma- 
vifeſted, that all may know it, 2 An eerh iStobe given, | ac 
_ cording to the minde and judgement of himthar requireth 
It, Andtherefore , ſecing you who require this 04th of us, 
think the 74ces Or ceremonies concluded at Pearth to be 


abjyred 
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- (PAC. 15.) 

abjured in that each made Anzo x 581. how can we ſwear 2nd 
(ubſcribe your Covenant, which reneweth the foreſaid orb: 
and bindeth us to it? g 1f we ſhould ſwear,and lublcribethe 
negative confeſſion, as it is included in your covenant; then ye, 
who think the articles of Pearth to be abjured, and condemn- 
ed in thexegetive confeſſion, will think us tied, by our own 
perſonal cath, tecondemn the articles of Pearth. 4 Sceing this 
covenant was penned by you, who have hithertonot confor- 


med your ſelves an ire nn have oppoſed Epiſcopa- 
ce, and ſeeing you all condemn Epiſcopecie, as ific were that 
popiſh, or wicked Hierarchie, mentioned in the negative con- 
ſeſſion, as alſo eſteem the things concluded in Pearth aſſembly, 
to be 5do{atrore, or ſaperſiitions ; how can wethink, that you 
in your ſolemn vow madeto God, for reformation of this 
Chwrch, and reſiſting, in times to come, the novarions and cor- 
raptions of it, have paſſed by theſe things, which are the only 
nouations already introduced by authority, and from which, 
2s you affirm,. the Church hath ſo great need to be purged : 
chiefly, ſecing ye think them as popiſh, ſuperſtitions, and ids- 
Tatrors, as ye do theſe other novarions, which are not as yet 
introdnced. 5 If in all your /applications, plaints,and proteſt a- 
tions, ye have only fought the removing and 4:/chayging of the 
Service book, Book of canons, andthe new high commiſſion, not 
complaining of any other #ovntions ; and ſceing his Majeſtic 
hath diſcharged the firſt two, and hath promiſed to reifie 
_ thethird, or laſt of them; Then, what reaſon have yeto think, 

that his Majeſtic hath not ſatisfied your - ſ#pplicarions ? For, 
all the novarioxs, upon which you complained, are removed 
by his Majeſtic, and ye have his princely promiſe, That no 
further ſhall be arged upon us, but by ſuch a fair and legall 
way, as may ſatisfie all his ſabjeRs.'6 As for that which 
your Covenant, by your own confeſſion; requireth of ps, to 
wit, The forbearance, and abſtinence , for 4 time, from the 
praflifing the articles of Pearth ; Weprofeſle ſincerely, and 


inthe ſight of God, That our conſcience will not ſuffer us to 
ſubſcribe that part of your (ovenant; and that becauſe laws 
being Rtanding for them, and _ lawfull ſuperiours requi- 

EEG. ring 


(PAG. 16,). | 
ring obedience from us, by praQifing them, to ſwear forbear- 
ance of the.pratiiſe of thew,. is to [wear diſobedience, and, to 
wrong their authority. '5 How can we, with a good Conſch- 
ence, abſtaine preſently from private baptiſm , and private 
commynion , being required thereunto by ſick perſons, and 
thole parents whole children cannot be carried tothe Church 
cotamodiouſly\ with their lives; : ſeeing we think 1tathing 
very unlawful, in ſuch: caſes, to refuſe to adminiſtrate thoſe 
Sacraments in private houſes ?:Not- that we think, that: God 
hath tyed himſelf, or his/grace> to the Sacramerrs ; but be- 
caulchehath tyed us unto:them, by his precept*> and; not'to 
vſe the means 3ppointed'by God, when cur people,or theit 
children ſtand in need of them, is a contempr of the means, 
and a temptingof God, &Y GI IOV GH 
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WW ie of no-we. can ſincerely. , and; with-aigood 
Y. Y.- conlcience, ſubſcribe.the! negative confeſſion , as+10 
15 expounded andinterpreted by the comtrivers 'or anthors 
of the late Covenant, ſecing it maketh/a perpetnail uw: con» 
cerning the: exrecoall rites of the Church , :which-God hath 
not made, as; if theſe rites were unchangeable(? And how 
they who bath ſwear: the ipoſitive confeflion, © and the nes 
alye , thus interpreted, can efchew contradiction, ſeeing 
the poktive confeſſion, 'C/hap. 21. evidently. declareth, Thar 
rheſe/rices are changeable, | according to. the 'exigencie of 
time; and, conſequently;.:that no! perpetrall. law may''or 
ought. to, be, mazle condtrning them ?: Likewife we -would 


* 


. know how. it can ſtavd with truth ro abjace all- theſe rites, 


as Popiſb, whichare uſed in the- Charch, without divine 
;nſtizucion x exprefied in. Gods word; ſeeing even theſe 
wao urge tht Covenant ; practiſe ſome ceremonies. which 
2r6,hot mentioned in Gods word ; as thecelebrarion' of mar- 
' he | 5 riage 


— 


._ "GAL! 
riage before.the Church, in-rhe beginning, or-at the end-of 
divine ſervice, with alltheparticu/ars of ic; andthe ſtipula» 
tion of Fathers and God-fathers';'for thechilde inbaptilme;, 
which are nor meet circumſtances, as they uſe to diltthghiſh; 
bur alſo ceremonies, properly ſd called ? 8) or ty 


ng - 5/5» 5g 
He late Covenant maketh not a prepetuall law concerning 
the external rites of the kirke, us" if: they mere" unchanjes 
able : but, ak we have ſaid before, oritly bindeth us, for 'a time, 
zo forbear the prattiſe of mnovations” already) introduced," and 
doth uot determine whether they ought t6be changed, or nor. 
2. eAccordling to this trae iyterpretarivn; all» appearance of con- 
tradition betwixt the confeſſion of faith 3»/trt im, the att of 
Parliament, and the latter confeſſion, us removed , beſide that 
the article 2+. of rhe confeſſion of faith; giveth power to, the 
Kirke, i matters of externall policie; and order. of the worſbip 
of God, #4 exponnaded in the firft- booke of Diſcipline, diffingmi- 
fog between things neceſſary to be obſerutd in every Kirkez 
anM* things variable. particular congregations. 33 Wedeclare 
agdin, Thatthe'Covenant' doth not abjure Pearthieticler, ' as 
Popifh, and thinkvth tit timse ow to'dspurs of Significant cere. 
monies, or ether boly rites, aud whether the two particulars na+ 
wed be ceremonies, or not : fince the confeſſion condeſtenaed wp) + 
ou on both ſides, abjureth rites which are added: without the 
word of God. 1319%, JI” $Y81 +7 ,vne09 2nty ou EL 4 
wg a-ag® ER T4 


% * Ss =» =. 4 PY i 
F-Y L\ 23 4 bY ? x , by #5 
' | 
- 
: F 
| 4 | | F | -= A 
F 7 35 331 
* S 4 k 44 % * -, za 


[rſt, V Ve have alreadytold you, That we cannet ſubſcribe 
your oath of forbearance of: the practiſe of the ar#dc/es;al- 
ready. introduced; |: without! violation» of authority, and-of 
wronging our own conſciences, 'who'think private baptiſme 
and communion, not to be indifferent, butalfo neceſlary-, -in 
ſome caſes ; 'not indeed, neceſſitate meaii ,as if Gods grace 


were tyed to-the externall means z2 butz:as we lay in the 
| E 3 £5 {chools, 


. ; 


oY 
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| but that which we have ſaidalready ; and. conſequently we 


; { "(PAS.1:) 
ſchools , neceſſitate precepti, becauſe we are commandedo 
uſe theſe means. 2. This /ate Covenant leadeth and bindeth 
. us tothe o/d Covenant, made 1581. and that old Covenant 
bindeth us Ily to that ds/cipline which was then ; 
that is, (as ye alledge) to the whole policie of the Church, 
comprehending all the externall rizes of it: and fo, & prime 
ad witimum, this /ate Covenant bindeth us to the whole po- 
licie of the Church, which was then; and conſequently 
maketh a perpetuall law , concerning externall r#es of "the 
Charch, as if they were unchangeable. All parts of this ar- 
gument are ſure : For by your /ate Covenant, you profeſle 
your ſelves bound, to keep the foreſaid natioxal/ oath (as you 
call it) inviolable : And'that 94th, or Covenant, bindeth us, 
to continue in tbe obedience not onely. of the dottrine,.bur alſo 
of thi diſcipline of thus Kirke. Where by the diſcipline of the 
—_ ye underſtand (as ye have in all your writings pro- 
feſled, eſpecially of late, in your booke entituled, 4 difÞare 
againſt the Engliſh Popiſh ceremonies, Part 4.{ bap,$.Sett.6.) 
the whole externall policie of the Church, as ir was at 
thartime ; to wit, Anno 1581. Yea, you confeſſe, That no 
other thing can be underſtood by the di/cipline of the Kirke, 


ſkall be tyed by that e«r& which you require of ns, to. admit 
and practiſe no other rites and ceremonies, but ſuch as were 
then received in our Church. We can no wayes paſle by this, 
ſeeing ever ſince the aſſembly of Perth, in your publick, ſer- 
ons, and printed. books, ye have moſt vehemently accuſed 
us of perjurie, as violating the oath, or covenant, made Aw- 
no 1581, and that in reſpe& we have admitted ivto the 
Church, ſome rites, or ceremonies, which were not in it the 
foreſaid year of God. Is nor this to make a perpetuall law; 
concerning the externall rztes of the Church, as if they were 
anchanxeable', and to abjure the practice of all ries intro-. 


_ duced in the Church fince that time; and conſequently the 
practiſe of the articles of Pearb, and that not for a time one- 
ly, but for ever? 3. Secing the negative confeſſion, according 
to your minde, andconception of. ir, maketh the whole ex- © 

ternall 
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eernull policie of the Church, as it was «Hens 1531, to'de 
ble: and on the contrary, the confeſſion inſert into 
. the aQs of Parhement; declareth, ; That the rites belonging 

able 5how 


unchangea 


ro the external! policieofthe:Church, are changeable 

can you' eſcape a contradifiion, if ye receive both theſt con. 
feſſions ?* 4, Whereas by 'that deffinfiox mentioned in your 
a*/wer , ob t nge 

riable in particular congregations, ye infinuare' that by: the 
keeping of the diſcipline of the: Kirke as ir was' then, to which 
we are bound in the o/d Covenant, ye underſtand the obſer- 
vation of thoſe rhings which are neceſſary to be. obſerved in 
every kirke, and not of things variable in particular 

gations : Weask, Into which of the members of this 957 ol 
How ye refer Epiſcopacie, nnd the «rticles of Pearth ? Thatis, 
W hether they mult neceſlarily be omitted in all Churches; 
and ac all times, er not ? If ye fay,that they mult be neceflari- 
ly omitted, and thatthe negative confeſſiow, confirmed with an 


oath , doth tye us to. the omiſſion of them; then both- ye 


would make us to ſwears andiubfcribe againſt our conſcien- 
_ ces, (for we are perſwaded, That theſe things are lawfull ) 
asalſo ye would make us to abjure Epr/coparie , and the arti= 
cles of Pearth, in perpetuwm ; which is flatly contrary to your 
declaration in your a»ſwers, 1.5, &e. If you ſay on the other 
part, That weare not tyed by the negative confeſſion, to the: 
omiſſion of theſe things; then, why have ye, in all your- 


writings againſt us, exprobrate to us, perjurie, in violating 


of the oach. contained in the negative confeſſion ? 5. We 
would gladly have known. your minde,. concemning.the/law- 
fulneſſe of ſuch 75s as are not of divine inſtitatjon, expref- 
ſed in Gods word. For wei fly profefle, That none 
of your: au/wers (which hitherto-we have ſcen) tothe n- 
flarces , or. examples brought by-us in our fitt. Dewaerd of 
ries uſed by your ſelyes, in your Churches, as lawfull, wich- 
our divine inſtitution, (to which we could adde many moe) 
do give us any ſatisfaQion': nor yet, as we think, can give: 
fatisfaion to any indifferent man. As for example ;  Is' 6/e/- 
fing of marriages a; meer cixcumſtance?. Who can be.ſo 1m- 
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. ſame cbepter.,, when God blefied the'fowls, and fiſhes, and 


dent, a$to ſay ſo > Or; if it: be-a ceremonte, what precept 
Lqag haye'ye-of ir in Gods whole word ? IF it be-al- 
ledged ,» That-we':have! a, warrant - from that 'b/efſvg + pro: 
nourced, (Gone 14 28: upon manrand woinarn; after? their'ere- 
By: what confequence'eart that ſo/emmity of 


bleſſing of marriages aſed in'our Churches; with all the ceree 


wones of, it ,\be Srawn' from that effeQuall' arid- operative 
bleſing ofiour firffiparents;;corrather of 'wholemankinde ? 
Iatherchere-an infliirntias of a perprrvall*pbſormente,” of Fire, 
tebeuſed inthe Church,» more than 'in\the'122.* verſe of the 


laid, Be freitfnll, and mnltiplie, and fill the waters in the ſeat ? 
&Cc« It again it be anſwered þ That paſforall banediftion \, 'is 
memjoned in Scriptate;, firft}; VV hat ig thar\to bleſſing of 
marriages f And (econdly,X Vhyarenot all other pations, as 
wellas mayriages, 'blefled mthe Church 5 chiefly, ſeeing 2n4- 
trimomal bleſſing hath been, and is , abuſed 'm the Romeare 
Cpurch, which haldath, That marriage-is a'/acrament ; and 
conſequently; #arremonial  benediftion onphts'' as t' would 
ſeem. tobe ſecluded/ from the Church, rather than other 
Geſhand? boe|. want hin” 21; 1 -Dlio77 ; on 


wny 1/1 Taz VI. D zManD. PH 
. 7 Aether or no it be fit to ſubſcribe ſuch #n interpreca- 
-Y: Y- tion, as in macters of lawfulneſſe, /anFunlawfulnelſe'; 
and conſequently inmatters offaith,contradi&eth the judge- 
ment of '{o. many' Divines , moſt famous, of the'reformed 
Charch, bothancient and modern, (who did, and do hold, 
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_ thattheſe rires/and ordinances brought into'this Church'b 


the aſſembly of Pearth, ate in their own natbre lawfull'' and 
ſuch as ought not ro make a ſtir in the Chutch of God) and al- 
{ſo condemneth the venerable praiſe of the ancient Church, 
and the moſt eminent lights of it, even in thole pureſt times, 
unto which we appeal againſt the Papiſts,in our diſputes,” 
| FJ | ANSVVER- 


TPacam). 
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7 Oir fitence; In 'notanſwering"that\ which we affirined; 
4'* concerning 'th# judpement | of 'Divizes;\anciem\and mu- 
derne, of the reformed Church; angnt the'law 
rites and ordmances, Which were received in our Church, by 


V48 


the ordinance of the aſſembly of Pearth; as alſo concerning 
6 CENA 


the judgementand pr Church ; doth make 
us think , that ye acknowledge the truth of that which we 
affirmed there. 2) VVehave already ſhown, Fhas 

which ye require ofns 3:hnpertech more rhirgpivey'y Mr ace 
of the prattice of Pearth articles, for a time, 3. The forbearaxce 
of ſome of them, ſeemeth tq ys, to {+ meerly unlawful), and 
contrary to that pafforal! *aaty we We to our flock. 4. The 
forbearance of any of them , conſidered with a relation to 
the anthority enfeyding em? ky whe fadgeeehty'4v pla 
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LVF dons it be agreeable to charity or piety, to re- 


quire us to abjuretheſe rites, as Popiſp ; which in 


the fincerity of our hearts, following the light of: our con- 


ſcience, (whereof we take God to witneſle)) we wm hi- 
| |  rnerto 


—_ 


8,ARGevt or modere, world. 
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neſtly ro- enjoy the freedome of their conſciences ity their 


pr” (EIS 22). 
therto -praQtiſed, as lawfull, and laudably following the 


fame light, do yet praQtiſerhem ? Buriuppoſle this might be 


required of us by any; Qweritwr, Whether or no it becam- 
eth them ſo peremptorily, and upon ſuch a ſuddenty, to urge 
us tothis, who theſe by-pone twenty years, have deſired ear- 


Miniſterie,” even in denying obedience to'theſe things, and 
ſtanding laws for them ; and when they were urged to obe- 
dience, did ſo often proteſt, and earneſtly requeſt, That they 
might have a time, to be well enformed, and maturely advi- 


ſed of the matter, which ro the molt part of them was moſt 


graciouſly granted ? Let them, therefore, look to that natu= 
rall Maxime, Q#od e:bs fiery non vis, alteri ne feceri : and-to 
our Saviours precept of the ſame ſenſe, and almoſt of the 
fame words, Har. 7. verſc 12. roneY 


Answer © 


| E hope, thet ſuch « forbearance of the preti/e, wil 
; | prejuage the liberty of we mans conſciene. | 


EET:  Repry. 


T would much prejudge our conſciences, to ſwear and 
ſubſcribe the negative Confeſſion, taking it according to 
your conception and meaning, who require our oath, 2 How 
can we {wear , ts labonr, by all means lawfall (as ye re- 
quire 19 your covenant) to expell thoſe things, whereof we , 
_ raps to be neceſſary, and ali the reſt, to be lawfull, and 


THE. 
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VV rw icbe fitting to ſwear to defend the Kings 
Perſon and Anthoritie, with this limitation, 1»the 
defence and preſervation of the true Religion, laws , and liberties 
of this Kingaome ? As it their perſons ought not to be defen- 
ded againſt all enemies, although as yer they embraced nor 
the eruth : or having beforeembraced ir, yet have allen from 
it:or as if their royall Authority were not ro be acknowledg- 
ed, al:hough commanding thingsunlawfull ; andas if we were 
not ſubje& thereto, in yeelding co ſuffer under them, when we 
give not ative obedience to them ? 


ANSWER. 


I. "1% anſwer of the firſt Demand, may give ſatisfattion 
© JÞ here, 2.. The Specification of the £4 ending the Kings 
Perſon and Authority, in the defence of the true #2 324 laws, 
ant liberties of the Kingdome, # warranted by the Confeſſion 
ratified in Parliament , by ether als of Parliament , by the 
other Confeſſion , and .by the generall band joyned with it, 

No man will with-hold his S$ubſcriptionfrom the Covenant, 
becauſe it doth not, as it intendeth not to expreſſe every lluty we 
owe tothe Kings Majeſtic, as if the uot naming, were 4 denjing 
of the duty, | 


\ Y » * awc. 
Rev rk: 6 
b . : d = 
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. , 
F 


\ } \ ] Hat ye. have replyed in your A»/wey to our firſt. 


Demand, we have examined, in our confutation 
of your Anſwer, 2, If ye conſider well all the cirowmſt ances 


of 


b"4 


*. tt 


DP $ ” WM 


ofthe making of your Covenars, ye will finde that 1t had 
not been amille, at this time, to have expreſſed more fully 
the loyaltie of your intentions, to maintain the Kings per- 
ſon, and honour. Next, it is neceflary to expreſle it yet more 
fully, for onr cauſe, whom ye require to ſwear and ſubſcribe 
your Covenant ; leſt we do any thing, in this matter, with a 
doubting conſcience, (which is a grievous fin) that is, Doube- 
ing whether or no we aretyed by our th to maintain the 


Kings authority, only in ſo far,as iris employed in the defence 


of the foreſaid true Religion : or, at leaſt, as it is not employ= 
ed againſt it. For it ſeemeth to us unlawfull, to ſwear the 
maintenance of the Kings authoritie, with this limitation pre- 
ciſely. Andif ye be of a contrary minde, we are molt willing 
toconfer with you of this point. 


Tar IN, DEMAND. 


Hether or no we can ſincerely ſwear to maintaih- 
the Authoritie, truely and- properly monarchicall 
ofthe King ;. and withall ſwear alſo diſobedience to theſe 
articles, which areauthorized by his ſtanding laws, 'and to 
maintain the meaneſt of his ſubjeRs againſt him, in their diC- 


— 


_ obedienceof his laws, as yet ſtandiag 1a vigour concerning 


theſe things. 
A NSW.ER. 


£; He anſwer to the firſt Demand, * w/eful bere alſo; 

- 2. Forbearance of praRile, for a time, 11 [ach a caſe, 

4 rather obedience, than dilobedience : for example, Kneeling 
was thought convenient, becauſe all memorie of ſuperſtition was 


paſt ; ſhould it not therefore be forbory, becauſe ſuperſtirion, 


wow revived, and flagrant ? They who praQiſe, keep the letter of 
#be law : but they who forbear, keep the life and reaſon thereof. 


OY 


R sPLY. 


(Pac. 2x.) 4 


R eyLy. 
) Our Covenant requireth more of us, that the forbear- 
ance of the prattiſe of Pearth articles, as we have often 
times declared. 2 We have alſo ſhown, That the forbear- 
ance of obedience to ſtanding laws, without licence of Sape- 
rtours, and contrary to their commandment, eſpecially if 
it be done by deliberation, and if men tye themlelves, by 
an oath, to do fo, js manifeſt diſobedience. 3 The article 
of Pearth, anent kneeling, was not grounded only, nor yet 
principally, upon that »arrative which ye mention ; but ra- 
ther upon the conveniencie and decencie of the geſture of 
kneeling, in the receiving of the holy Sacrament : which 
reaſon doth yet continue ; as alſo the other reaſon which 
ye mention, holdeth yet: for the body of the people of this 
Church - were never p4pi/s; and conſequently, have no 
memorie of popiſh /uperſiition, as thole who lived in time 
of reformation. 4 We cannot ſee nor conceive, how a 
vow and band of maintaining the meaneſt ſubjeR of this 
Kingdome, againſt all perſons whatſoever; and conſequently, 
againſt the King himſelf, as we have'ſhown in our ſecond 
Reply, in diſobedience of his laws, can conſiſt with that 
love, reverence, and ſubjeRion, which we owe to our King. 


Neither have ye brought any thing in your eF1/wer, to ſatil-. 


fieus in this point. And, becauſe ye alledge, as we hear, 
that ye are miſtaken in this point, and do vindicate your 
ſelves, by thoſe words of the Covenant, wherein ye pro- 
miſe to maintain the Kings authoritie ; we pray you to ex- 
prefle your minde more fully, concernivg ir ; and to ſhow 
us, 1 Whatye mean by maintaining the Kings authoritie, in 
that part of your Covenant, wherein ye exprefſe yorfr loy- 
All intention, To maintain the Kings perſon, and authoritie ; 
and in ſpeciall, Whether or no the maintaining of the Kings 
2uthoririe, be taken by you, as it excludeth all refiſting of 


his Authoritie, byforce of arms, even although he ſhould 
Pa: © command 


ER MAD Bar AND ans. 4 TY 


ML} ) A Ge. 26.) 
command things unlawfall, and contrarie to the truth ? For 
ſo we think it ſhould be taken: and that it ſhould be fo ta- 
ken, we are readie to demonſtrate. Neither can we ſwear 
it in any other ſenſe. 2 Whether your promiſe of mu:nall 
defence, In the ſame cauſe of maintaining the trae Religion, 
' and his Majeſties authoritie, &c. ought to be underſtood, 
of the maintaining the Kings authoritie abſolutely : that is, 
Whether he maintain the. true Religion, or no? Or, on the 
- contrarie ; It ir cught to be underſtood of the maintaining the 
Kings anthoritie conditionally , in ſo far ai he masntaineth the 
rrne Religion, 211d not any other wayes ? If you ſay, that it 18 
to beunderſtcod the firſt way, we aſſent to that part of your 
Covenant, and have no more ſcruple anent jt, except that 
one which we mentioned in our Reply.to your ſecond An- 
ſwer : to wit, That the words of your Prote/ſtation ſeem to 
1mport more; and, that your Pa#:en, or Covenant, is made 
without the Kings privitie, and conſent. If ye ſay, that it 
1s to be underſtood the ſecond way ; then we continue urging 
our foreſaid Demand: to wit, How a man can maintain the 
Kings authoritie, and withall maintain the*'meaneſt of his 
ſubjeas in reſiſting his Authoritie ? And how we can be 
ſaid, toſtand for the Kings honour, when we vow and pro- 
- miſe, do to that which he himſelf profeſſeth to be againſt 
his Honour ; and vwhich, in the common jadgement of men, 
1s thought to be ſo? The determination of this point, 1s 
more than neceſfſarie, at this time : and therefore, let us 
in {inceritie and brotherly love, confer of it; that the con- 


ſciences of others who doubt of this, may receive fatisfa- 
101. | 


ET 


——_— 
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Tar X, Drmanp: 


V Hether or no we ought to ſwear to ſuch a Cove- 
Y Y nant, which taketh away from us all hope of a 
free aflembly, or Parliament, .to judge of the matter 


preſently 


(Pac, a7) 

preſently debated ? For how can theſe vote freely of any 
matter propounded to the decifion and deliverarion-of re }. 
Church and Eſtate, who have already ſworn-+to adhere to 
one part of the queſtion? and how ean- thoſe who diſſent 
from them, ſubmic themſelves to their judgement, chiefly 
ſeeing they are poſſeſſours, and haye laws Civill and Eeclg- 
faltick, ſtanding as yetforthem? 2 + 4G 


CL! ; | 


ANSWER: ; 
V \/ F perceive, that this tewth Demand, « made of the 

/ arnicles of Pearth.; therefore we anſwer as before; 
T hat we promiſe only forbearance, which can prejudge no mans 
liberty in a generall aſſembly, 


KT 7 E have ſhawn, That your Covenant, and Oath, im- 
V porteth a manifeſt abjuration of the articles of Pearth-: 
and therefore, the ſwearing of ic doth ' maniteſtly prejadge 
the liberty of voting in a »ationall aſſembly; For, how can; 
they freely either reaſon in an aſſembly, concerning Epiſcopacie, 
and the articles of Pearth ; or elſe, give their judgement, 
without prejudice, concerning them who have alreadie 
promiſed, ſworn, and vowed,: firſtz-To adhere to: the as- 
ſcipline of the Kirke :.that ts, (according to your interpreta- 
tion) to the whole externall policte of the Church, as it was 
1581. 2 Tolaboxr, by all means lawfull, to remove, and expell, 
all theſe rites and ordinances,” which have come intothe Church 
ſimce the ſoreſaid year of God; that the Church may be reſtored 
zo the liberty, and purity, which it then bad, Whereby ye de- 
clare, That the foreſaid articles, and Epiſcopacie, are contrary: 
to the /rberty, and pwrity of the Church; and conſequently,ye 
are tied by your oath, to yoteagainſtthem, if ye be called to 
the intended aſſembly. LL ors. 4 

F 3 THE. 


(P56. 28, 
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TYz XI. Demano. 
WE our ſubſcribing, together with our peo- 


ple, to the confeſſion of this nation, which is 
ratified and regiſtrated in Parliament, Anno 1567, may. 


_ give full fatisfaRion to all who doubt of the ſincerity of our 


profeſſion, if ſo be they have no farther ayme, but only to 
know and ſee our willingneſle, and conſtant reſolution, to, 
adhere to the religion preſently profeſled, and to oppoſe 

all errours contrary to 1t, to- our lives end? Now ſeeing 
we are willing to do this, as we take God to witnefle, we 
are; how are we hated, maligned, and traduced as enemies 
of the truth, only becauſe our conſciences do not ſuffer us 
to ſubſcribe to that interpretation of the negative confeſſion 
inſert in the Covenant, ( concerning which we can ſee no 
warrant of the trath of it, nor lawfull authority binding us 
to it) and to the politick, or rather milfary part of that 


_ Covenant, which 1s a thing withont the compaſſe of our 


calling, and not belonging to that: contending for the faich 
once delivered to the ſaints, of which S.: nude ſpeakerh in 

his epiſtle, \ "671 
' ANnsweER 

=_— oother mean could be found fo effettuall, for holding 
zJ ont of Poperie, and forbearing of dangerom novations in 
religion, /z:ch as the Service book , and Canons, which as yet 
ere only diſcharged, till iu a fair andlegall way they may be in- 
trodnced ; and are by no word of the late Proclamation d:/al- 
lowed : alrhowgh the Service book, by the Proclamation, Fe- 
bruaty 19. be highly praiſed, as ſerving to edificativn,” aud to+ 
beat ot all ſaperitition : and nothing un this application # ab- 
jured, but what was abjured in the former ; why foall we for- 
bear to uſe a mean ſo juſt, and ſo powerfull, for the preſervation 


w 


of the purity of religion ? 


REPLY... 


| .Reery. 
= (ob ye do not particularly anſwer to-eur Demand, and \ 
leem unwilling to give that teſtijmonie of us, your bre- 
thren, concerning out {incerity in profeſſing of the Truth, 
which, all who know and judge unpartially of us, do think 
to be due to us, It is ſufficiently known, what pains we take 
in diſputing and writing againſt Pp, in; confuting their 
errours 1n our pulpits, in leading proceſſe againſt them, 'ac- 
cording to the order of the Church, andin doing all things 
againſt Romifs erroxrs, which can be expeRed from the moſt 
zealous Profeſlours of the Truth, . If ye, or any other of our 
reverent brethren, doubt of the linceritie of our profeſſion , 
then poſe us concerning any Article controverted, and we 
ſhall be moſt ready to declare our minde concerning it be- 
fore all men, and give a ſufficient proof to the world, that we 
have pricd as narrowly tnto the myſteries of Romnſh erronrs, 
for refatation of them, as any of thoſe who impiouſly, and 
uncharitably traduce us, as favourers of Poperie. 2. We have 
other means more effeRuall, and lawfull, (whereas we think 
this your mean to be unlawfull) for holding out of Poperie = 
and in which we ought to confide more, than in all the pro- 
miſes and yows of men-; yea, alſo, more than in all the wwired 
forces of all the ſubjeRs of this land : to wit, Diligent preach- 
ing, and teaching of the word, frequent prayer to God, 
humbling of our ſelves before him, amendement of our lives 
and converſations, and arming our ſelyes againſt our adver- 
aries, by diligent ſearching of the Scriptnres, and uſing all-o- 
ther means, whereby we may increaſe in the knowledge of 
the truth , and in ability, to defend it againſt the enemies of 
It. 3. The ſubjes of this Kingdome; atleaſt a great part of 
them.,cither by their own iaclination, or by the perſwaſton of 
others, bave ſuch a hard conceit of the Service book, - ang Ca- 
nons, that if his Majeſty uſe a faire and legall-way of bringing 
them into this Church, eſpecially ſuch a way as may give la- 
tisfaQion to all his ſubjeRs, in all appearance, we need not to 
fear the in bringing of them. Hg 
i 4 - - 
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Tur XII. Drmanpd 
Ye we heare of diverſe diſorders, and violent - 
miſcarriages of thoſe who have ſubicribed the Co- 
venant, againſt our brethren of the ho:y Miniſterie, who con» 
tinge in their obedience to the laws of che Church and King - 
dome; which miſcatriages being done without all forme of 
juſtice, or legall proceeding, are an exerciſing of revenge, by 
private authoritie, and conſequently are forbidden inthe fixt- 
commandment :. which is one of the reaſons which moveth 
us, not tojoyn our ſelves unto their ſociety. We would glad- 
ly therefore know of oar reverent brethren, who have come 
| hither to recommend the lare Covenant unto us; Firſt, Whe-_ 
ther or no they doallow theſe diſorders ? 2. It they allow 
them, what reaſon have they ſoro do? And if they allow them 
not, how is 4t; that theſe diſorders and miſcarriages, are not 
publickly by them, and other Paſtours of their confederacy, 
condemaed., and ſharply rebuked in their palptts ? Why are 
the aRours of them nor tryed and cenſured? And why do 
they delay to give our ſome publick declaration,either in print 
or writ, to this effe; being long ſince exhorted to do fo? 


ANSWER, 


I, Hi Fan @ zealons people aſſembled in a Kirk for 
the worſhip of God, be kept from tumult, when books, 
and a worlhipwhich they either know,o» conceive to be popiſh, | 
are ſuddenly, and imp:rionſly obiraded upon them by the | eaders:; 
& bow far the heeping of the material kirks from the pollmtion of 
worlhip, Ge lowgeth to the people, and community of the faithful, 
ſnonld be Conſidered. 2. Violence done in other places, and upon 
other occaſions, we no more allow, than we doe approve the aſper- 
 fons of yerjurie,rebellion,&c. which ſome men do pat upon ns, 


REPLY. 
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$4 belongeth not to the people , or communitie .of the 


faithfull , ro contemneE Authbritie, - and the Lords Ser- 
vice, done it) his owe Heuſe, onhis own ay , fo farre as 
to put violent hands on Prelates and Paſtours, in time of 
Divitie worſhip, WHILE they are prattifing thoſe things 
Which ate enjoyned by the King, and his Countell. Suc 
diſofders , and evnmemprucus cattiapes, doe not beſceme 
choſe whotn Chriſt invitech to come ro him , and to learti 
of hith, meeknefle, and lowlinedle of heart ; chiefly, ſeeing 
there ate matily other wayes , whereby people may teſtific 
their avetſation of thoſe books, ahd worſtip, which they 
conceiye to be Popiſs, If it be a (ime in parents ro provoke 
meitchildtento wrath ; much more is ic a (inne in children 
eo: provoke their parents ; eſpecially Patrem Parrie, rhe 
cation father of che cvtintrey, ſo to wrtth. 2. The keeping 
of Gods houſe froth the pollution of wotſhip , belongerh to 
choſe who afe cloathed with lawfull abthority., 6; We not 

vhe 


ohtly asked of yott, Whether vt'rlo ye did allow the miſcar- 


riages towards our brethren of the holy Miniſterie ,' ment 


oned in our Deward ? but alſo ſuppoſing that ye do not al- 
low them, we asked, Hoy is it thatthoſe #5/oraers and mi/car- 
riages, are not publickly by you condemned, and rehuked ? 
Why are the «Zoxr:of them not tryed , andere? And 
whiy do ye tiot give ſome publick document fot e world bf 
your avetſatiori of ſtich wiſtarriages ? chiefly, ors oy afs, 
as we have ſhown, a manifeſt tranſgreſſion of the {ixt Com- 
mandement, Wecannot ſufficiently marvell, that ye have 
kept up your mindes iithis miltter, andnot anſwered to 
ſo important, and neceſſary a Demand, As for your com- 
plaint of perjurie and rebellion, 8&c. if ye mean the. wars 
late Writfef to tlie ſubjeHs in Scotland, ye ſh & row thy 
the Atittiouf f brevf kitnfelf is mich Gaps | with aby 
offeiifive afperitie, which hath _ ford in ſome writcen 
2 | | copies, 


CUTIE) _ 
Copies thereof; and hath already done that, for removingof 


_ thatoffence : which, we hope, ſhall give full ſatisfaRtion to. 


all men. 


i. 


Tl XII. Demany. 


Ow can weſubſcribe that Covener:, without incurring 
many grievous ſcandals; as firſt, the ſcandall of drfſent- 
ing from other Reformed Churches, and famous Divines, the . 
chief inſtruments of the Reformation of the Church in Z#.. 
rope, who did hold theſe rites which are abjured 1n this late 
Covenant, as meeriy unlawfull, popiſh, and idolatrous, to 
be in their own nature, lawfull. Secondly, the ſcandall of ds/- 
ſenting from antiquitie, and vilipending italtogether in mat- 
ters of the externall policie of the Church; which we know, 
and have found by frequent experience, to be a thing that ma- 
keth many Papiſts more averſe from our profeſſion,than other 
wayes they wouldbe. Thirdly, the (candall of perjurie,which 
ſome of us cannot eſcape, who did (wear obedience to the arti- 
cles of Peartb, and to our Ordinarie, at our admiſſion to the. 
Miniſterie. " Be Wu | WP 


_—_ 


ANSVVER. 


| | \Hat threefold ſcandal ceaſeth upon the right interpretati+ 
| yo 4 he clanſe of the forbearance of the novations already 
$ntroduced, 


R eviy 


E have ſhown your interpretation of the clauſe of 
| Forbearance, not tobe right, and have refutedit, 
we think, by the very words of your Covenant; ſo INE 


| — 


TAG 53.) 


of theſe three ſcandals can be eſchewed by ns; if we ſub- 


ſcribe w your foreſaid Covenant. 2 Suppoſe the other two 
might be eſchewed by that interpretation of the \clauſe- of 
forbearance, yet the third cannot be eſchewed; ſeeing at 
our 44ni//ion we have ſworn obedience to the articles of 
Pearth, and to.our Ordinarie: Wherefore, ye mult either 

rove the e-Hrticles of Pearth, and Epiſcopacie, to beunlaw- 

Il, or elſe, we cannot, without ' violation of our "oath, 


made at our admiſſion, forbear the praiſe of the foreſaid 


Arnicles, againſt che will of our Ordinary, and other our 


. lawfull Szperionys. 


———— ——_— 
_ 


T=z XIIIL. Darnano. 


e Aſt of all; We pray theſe reverend and worthy bre- 
thren, to conſider impartially , and charitably , ſce- 
ing we have all theſe ſcruples in our minds concerning 
their Covenant, as alſo ſecing we are yet moſt confident, 
and afſlured of the lawfulneſſe of the articles of Pearth, to- 
gether with the lawfulneſſe and venerable antiquity of Epil- ' 
copall government, how we can, with a fate conſcience, 
give our conſent that they ſhould preach in our pulpits, who 
come profeſſedly ro withdraw our people from that which 
we in the inmoſt thoughts ef our ſouls do embrace as law- 
full ; and from that obedience which they do oweto. their 
gracious and pious Soyeraigne therein z whoſe laſt Procla- 
mation hath given full ſatisfaRion to us all, and mach re- 
joyced our hearts, in reſpe& he hath therein moſt ſolemnly, 
and by his oath declared, not only his fincerity in profeſling 
the truth, bur alſo his pious reſolution, to continue therein, 
and maintain it conſtantly to his lives end, moſt gravioufly 
and wiſely removing thele things which have occaſioned the 
late perturbation of our Church. We wiſh them likewiſe, 


ro conſider, how they can require this of us, ſeeing they 
S 2 would 


"=: 3) . 
would not ( w2 appeal to their own conſcience ) be con- 

tent that they ſhould be ſo dealc wich themſelves ; we mean, 
that any ſhould go up to their pulpits, and condemn, their 
doftrine, and praRtice, and wichdraw their people: from 
that which hath been before recommended unto them. as 


truth, 


We conclude : Exhorting earneſtly, entreating lovingly, 
and charging modeſtly, theſe, and all others, our reverend 
brethren, before God, and the Lord Je/ics Chriſt, who ſhall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 1n his king- 
dome, if. there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfore 
of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, it any bowels of 
mercies, to look narrowly to their own conſciences, in theſe 
weighty matters; remembring thit of *{eremy, The beart 15 
deceitſull above all things, and deſperately wicked, who can know 
it ? To judgecharitably of us their brethren; remembrin 

that of oar Saviour, [nudge not, that ye be'not judged : To deg 

with a3 in loveand meekneſle, (if tobe they think us to have 
gone aſtray from the truth ; which, God knoweth, we no 
wayes doperceive) remembring that of $. Pawl, If a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye that are ſpirituall, reflore ſuch an 
one with the ſpirit of meckneſſe : asallo that of S. James, The 
wiſdome that ss from above, u« firſt pare, then ptaceable, gentle, 


and eafie tobeentreated ; full of mercy, ana good fruits, &c, 


And laſt of all, To ſeek peace, and fo to follow after it ; 
that this our dear native countrey be nat expoſed to a danger- 
ous warfare, and to all the wotull conſequents thereof; of 
_— onr hearts can1ot think, witheut trembling and. 

OTrour, 


'N 


government, 2 We never intended to draw the mea 


 ANnSvVWWER. 


Othing #n the interpretation of the Covenant amft 
the lawſulneſſe of Pearth articles, aud of PoiGopal 
eſt of the 

ſabes, 


"A Ue 


both reſcinded the 
approbation ef, that Proglamation,. 4, His Aajoſtier revigiane 
and righteous diſpeſition, hath been-to ns 4 grewng, and chiof 
arghment of our hope of the bearing of all our petitions. 5 4 

have no aefire ta wrong our reyerend ava wertby dretbren z 

but rather to pa e#n ſuleyce,the wrongs which me havs [uſhas 

6y thew : eAue wanld approve our ſolves tnto gun (Gad, gud 

prove faithſull'in tbe imployments pur: upto 1 + varneſtly dp- 

firing, That every e38 may perceive the weuderfull work. of Gad 

in 2h1 [aud : left any of us be found fighting againſt God ; and 
that all of us may joyn brart ond band, for the parity and peace 


of the Kwkof our Lord leſw Chriſt, bleſſed far wer. 
Is'y 21. M', ALEXANDER HENDERSON, 
1639, Miniſter at Lewchays, 
M'. DAVID DICKSON, 
| . Miniſter at Irwing. 


M. ANDREW CANT, 
Miniſter at Per/ligo, 


'R EPL'Y. 


| Tx is t00 much, as we think, in your Coveygu? againſt 


the lawfulneſle of Pearth Articles. 2 Your band of mutn« 


all defence, againſt all perſons whaiſaeger, may draw lubjeRs, 


rhaps , to--take arms againſt their King» (which God 
—_— conſequently from that /opa/ty of obechenre, which 
they oweto their Soveraigne, and ours ; except ye declare, 
and explain your ſelves better, than ye have hitherto done. 
3, What the moſt honourable Lords of his Majeſties privie 
Couyncell haye dane concerning the Kings Majeſties beſt 
Proclamation, is not fficiently known to us, avd far lefie 


npon. what ground; and motives they have (as you ſay) re» - 


ſanded their epprehation of the late Proclamation, 4 His 
Majeſties religious and PINES diſpoſition, hath been to 


USy 


ſubjeAts, ſrem that loyalty of obedience, which they ow! te 
' their Soveralgne, and QUrs. 3: TheCound 


- 
* T 


fs, and is a main ground wherefore we reſt and rely apon 
' his gracious Proclamatios, perl wading our ſelves, that he 
intendeth not, nor ever intended, any #movation in religion, 
5 We (hall labour, by all means, to'eſchew every thing, 
which in the leaſt degree may wrong you, our reverend and 
worthy brethren. As for the wrongs already done by us to - 
you, (as ye pretend) whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe you to ſpe- 
cifre them, we hope to give” you full ſatisfation, and to 
clear our ſelves of that iw-putation,” 6 The work of God to- 
wards any nation, how ſtrange and wonderfull ſoever it ſeem. 
ro be, is never contrary to his word: And therefore we 
fear not to be found fighting againſt Gods work, fo long as 
we fight nor againſt his truth, revealed in h# word. That all- 
ſeeing Lord knoweth, that we maintain his truth according 
to the light of our conſciences, and are ready to joyn heart 
and hand with you, for the purity and peace of this Charch, 


_  ineverylawfull way and courſe, as fineere lovers of truth 


and peace. 


- 


And now, brethren, before we conclude, again we en- 
treat you, and all others our dear country men, eſpecially 
our reverend brethren of the holy Afiniftery, to judge chari- 
tably of us, and of our proceedings at this time; and in 
particular, of theſe our Demands, and Replyes ; which, God 1s 
our witneflc, neither hatred of any mans perſen, not love of 
contention, nor any worldly reſpe&; bur only the conſcience 
of our calling hath drawn from us. And as for our arguments 
for not ſubſcribing, which are taken from our due [»bjeft5o» 
and obedtence to our Soveraigne, and his laws, We proteft and 
declare, That they ought not to be ſo interpreted, as if we 
inrended to accuſe you, or others, our dear countrey men, 
of 25/49 towards our moſt gracious King ; or as if our 
purpoſe were to lay any ſuch #pxtation upon you : For they 
are oply uſed by us, to ſhow what the words of the Cove- 
nant (cem tous to import, and how we <onceive of them; 
asallo, what maketh us ſo to conceive of them. We doubt 
not, reverend bre thren, but ye know, that as we owe to 
you, and to your proceedings, the favourable jadgement of 
; | charity ; 


ehariie ; ſo we Ks to j co judge of thoſs 3 ahlcd w 
to ſwear, and ſubſcribe, with the ſtriRand inquiſitive j 
ment of werizze ; and conſequently, we ought ro ponder duly, 
and to 26% 91 ound particularly and fully co others, (eſpecially 
tro tho o require our oath and /x6b/cription, andundertake 


- to ſatisfie our conlciences thereanent) all the doubts and rea- 


ſons which make us unwilling or afraid to give our /a6/crip» 
#0x thereunto. 


JOHN FORB ES of Corſe, 
DoRtor and Profeſſor of 
Divinity in Aberdene, 


ALEXANDER SCROGIE, 
Miniſter at old Aberdene, D. D. 


WILLIAM LESLEY, D.D. 
and Principall of the Kings 
- Calledge, in Aberdeve, 


ROBERT BARON, 
DoRor and Profeſfor of Divinity, 
and Miniſter at Aberdene. 


JA. SI BBALD, 


DoRor of Divinity,-and 
Miniſter at Aberdeve. 


AL EXANDBER ROSS, 
_ Door of Divinity, and 


Miniſter at Aberdove. 
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